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padres serving in British ships and at naval 
stablishments, thirteen have gone down 
ith their ships, two have been taken pris- 
mer by the enemy, five have won decora- 
ons and seven have been mentioned in des- 
atches. Yet it is not the example of calm 
nd gallant bearing in battle, important 
hough it is, that justifies the high regard 
he Navy has for its chaplains; it is the day- 
o-day work of the padres, their untiring and 
elfless Christian effort, that wins them re- 
pect and affection. 
_. Many people wonder how the Navy chap- 
4in spends his day, what sort of work he 
oes, and how much influence he has. 
“Perhaps the best answer to these questions 
; to give in detail a day’s work of a chaplain 
one of the Royal Navy’s battleships. With 
ship’s company of about 1,600 men, a 
re finds plenty to do. 
m the diary of a battleship chaplain, when 
ship was in harbour: 
6.45.—Rose and prepared for the first 
5 of the day, Matins, said in the chapel at 


»a.mM. / 
-07.40.—The hands fall in on the forecastle 
nd, in the half light, I start the day with a 
verses of the Scripture, a prayer and the 
s Prayer. Sometimes it is raining and 
ng too hard and the prayers have to 
emain unsaid. In peace-time prayers are 
ui daily at Divisions, a formal parade, but 
n war-time we maintain the custom by hav- 
hese few minutes before the hands are 
| off for the forenoon’s work. : 
8.30.—After finishing my devotions in 
hapel, I went up to breakfast in the 
Room. My first duty after breakfast 
io deal with my notice board on which I 
p uP a continuous stream of Christian 


_ Club. 


Here are notes > 


THE DIARY OF A NAVAL CHAPLAIN 


Of the hundreds of Church of England. 


propaganda, interspersed with announce- 
ments: of various athletic and recreational 
activities. On this day announcements con- 
sisted of a notice about a new series of Con- 
firmation Classes, a joke from Punch, the 
Bible Reading Fellowship notes for the day, 
a small text, and notices about the forth- . 
coming Handicraft Exhibition and the Music 


09.45.—Returned to my cabin and found 
a number of men waiting to see me. Some 
had just joined the ship and were waiting to _ 
report to me as part of their joining routine. 
Others had troubles at home, one wanted to 
put up the banns, another came to complete 
arrangements for a cross-country race. I 
saw these men until 11.30. 

11.30.—Until midday I censored letters for 
registration and issued books for the small 
private library in my cabin. 

12.00.—Had twenty minutes’ quiet and 
then five minutes’ fresh air on the quarter 
deck; after that, lunch. 

14.00.—During the afternoon I had hoped 
for an hour’s quiet for study, but instead it 
was taken up by conversation with a Divi- 
sional Officer about one of his men who was 
in difficulties, by correspondence arising out 
of the morning’s interviews, and by my 
weekly letter home. 

16.30.—After tea I visited offenders, the 
sick bay, and various parts of the ship in 
which sailors congregate. These visits took 
until 6.15, when I again went to my cabin 
for censoring and for issuing library books. 


19.15.—I went down to the chapel for the — 


Confirmation Class, which consisted of a lead- 
ing seaman, a Fleet Air Arm mechanic, a 
business man, a medical student, a bank clerk 
and a public schoolboy. The Navy brings 
many men into contact with the Church who 
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would otherwise have remained umnboncked 


The Class is informal and there is plenty of — 
discussion. After Class I had half an hour. ~ 


for dinner. 


20.30.—Next came the meeting of “The : 


Fellowship,” a band of men who have as their 


avowed aim ‘“‘To extend the Kingdom of 


Christ in this ship by personal witness.” The 
meeting consists of a short reading, prayer 
and a period of silence, followed by discus- 
sion how to make our witness for Christ 
more effective. 

21.15.—I had to see about the Weekly War 
Commentary given on the ship’s own broad- 
casting system. We broadcast our own talks, 
services, entertainments, quizzes, etc., In ad- 
dition to normal B.B.C. transmission. 

21.30.—Evening prayers held in the 
chapel. The ship’s bell sounds a few strokes, 
and men who wish can gather in the chapel 
for a hymn, psalm, reading and prayer. 

After this nightly service the chaplain 
spends some time in selecting useful material 
for his notice board, which usually occupies 
him until after “pipe down.” Then he can 
hope to have some time to read and study for 
his own content. But that does not always 
happen. 


_ “A ‘parishioner’ often calls when I am 


shaving in the morning,” writes this chap- 
lain, “or drops in for a confidential chat 
just when I am climbing into my pyjamas at 


night.” 
And that often ends a long day’s work for ~ 


the padre in a British battleship. As this 
chaplain states, his “first job is to be there,” 
to be available for any one of his 1,600 
“yarishioners.” He is always “on tap.” He 
sits down amongst the men to whom he has 
just preached, and his presence in a ship 
makes a big difference to them. He is a re- 
minder of things that matter and a link with 
the Church at home. 


- ENGLISH MISSIONARIES’ 
EXPERIENCES IN VICHY AFRICA 


In a recent number of the Church Times 
there appeared a letter from the Bishop of 
Gambia and the Rio Pongas addressed to 
the S.P.G. The letter tells of the difficulties 
experienced by his diocese, a large part of 
which was under Vichy rule from 1940-43. 
The Bishop also tells an interesting story of 


the support given to his Mission by a pastor 


of the French Reformed Church. We quote 
extracts from the letter. 

“On one day (evidently under the impres- 
sion that the Anglican Church was the 
English Secret Service in disguise!) every 


member of the staff was arrested and im- 


_of the members of our Church. The pasteur | 


people nearer to Christ and nearer to one | 
another. Vocations had come to birth and 
had been strengthened during the trials, and - 
in all I was presented with seven Jads who | 
wished to be missionaries. ' 

“After a three weeks’ tour we had a hee a 
days’ conference. The Church realised the — 
seriousness of the situation and the gravity — 
of our deliberations, and we were supported — 
by their prayers. Before telling of the con- 
ference, I must introduce one whom God sent | 
us ao our distress—le Pasteur Jean March- 
an - 
“The pasteur, who should always have an 
honoured place in the history of our Mission, © 
was sixteen years a missionary of the French 
Calvinist Church in Gabon—French Equa- ~ 
torial Africa: from 1939 to 1940 he was 
chaplain with the French forces, and after- 
wards, being unable to return to his Mission, 
he was entrusted with a large and important 
parish in Occupied France. At the end of. 
1941 the call came to him through his 
Mission’s H.Q. in Paris to come to the suc- | 
cour of our Church in French Guinea. 

“He was at once struck by three things— — 
the heroic_ selflessness of Mrs. de Coteau 
(wife of an interned missionary—Ed.), the 
faithfulness of the -laity bereft of their ' | 
clergy, and the outstanding personal worth | 


ES 
| 
| 
A! 


travelled extensively, cheering and encourag- § 
ing our people and visiting our prisoners in | 
Dakar. He fought valiantly against the | 
forces of oppression, and, as a Government | 
official said to me, after it was all jover,, he 4 
saved-our Mission from extinction.” «J 
The Bishop concludes with an account of 4a 
the conference referred to above. | 
“At first we all felt as individuals that the — 
indications were such that we had finished — 
our time of usefulness in the Guinea, and .| 
that we ought to go. But although he was " 
certain that his work was completed and 
that he must leave us, the pasteur insisted — 
that ‘La Mission Anglicane’ must remain. In © 
the first place, he argued that the Mission of 
the Africans of the West Indies to their | 
brethren in West Africa was unique in the | 
witness of the Church; and secondly, he had ~ 
been convinced, though he disagreed with | 
much that we held dear in the Church, that | 
the Anglican Church had a ‘special contri 
tion that neither the Church of Rome n 
own Church could give to West . 


= 


RENCH CARDINALS ON. 
‘OMPULSORY DEPORTATION | 


ccording to a Vatican broadeast on J une 
18th, the three French Cardinals have pub- 
lished a letter expressing their concern for 
the moral and spiritual dangers of the labour 
service. In fulfillment of a decision taken at 
a plenary meeting of the French cardinals 
and archbishops, a Pastoral Letter has been 
published in France on the departure of men 
ee youths for the labour service. “It is 
for the Government to weigh up the political 
and economic aspects of this situation, but 
we cannot remain unaware of the fact that 


so many young men are deprived of that 


moral guarantee constituted by the home. 
We cannot accept the abuses which, against 
_the most elementary humanity, have at times 
marked the departures. Nor do we approve 
_of certain classes of workers being subjected 
to such material conditions of existence that 
a truly human life is made practically im- 
possible for them. 
_ “Parents, wives, and the workers them- 
Selves have asked us to obtain for them the 
spiritual comfort and assistance of French 
priests. Hence, we have spared no effort to 
the end that French chaplains should be 
authorised to join them. Hitherto we have 
had no satisfaction, but we will not cease to 
demand a right which we consider sacred. 
The help of priests of their own people and 
ongue. certainly cannot be denied to men in 
strange land. 
“Tn this situation, all must act as apostles 
the Charity of Christ, bearing each other’s 
rden. Catholics should be the first to prac- 
se the duty of fraternal charity and of 
cial assistance towards those who depart 
d those who remain, without distinction 
belief, opinion or circumstances. Let them 
ot forget the many other human beings who 
xperienced suffering and misery, war wid- 
8, prisoners and their families, air-raid 
ng the evacuated and undernourished 


_of which Christ was the living model. 
aay to a necessity which the French 


Soe if eae wish to be strong 
will ascribe to their trial all its redemp- 


» 


ae accompanied by the thought and determina- 
tion to serve the community of the nation, 


an occasion and a further reason to be united, 
to love each other and to prepare in spirit 
for an early resurrection of France.” 


THE JEWS IN FINLAND AND 
DENMARK 


The Finnish Church paper, Férsamlings- 
bladet, of the 4th June contained an article 
on the position of the Jews in Finland. “In 
April of this year some Finnish deputies 
expressed disquiet on the subject of measures 
of the new government with relation to Jews 
who were ‘suspect and emigrants.’ It was 
suggested that the new policy of the govern- 
ment was the result of ‘wishes expressed 
from abroad.’ 

“The Minister of Foreign Affairs said that 
there was no danger to the Finns in giving 
Finnish nationality to eight Jews. The Min- 
ister declared that no difference was made 
between foreigners, and the Jewish refugees 


would be treated on the same principles as 


others in everything that concerned their 
right of asylum. 

“This incident in the Chamber of Deputies 
has shown us again how much the evil of 
anti-Semitism is propagated. This evil threat- 
ens to infect our Finnish society and to 
weaken it, because the lack of charity and 
of humane feelings would mean the end of 
national harmony and the lowering of our 
ethical qualities. 

“The majority of our people follow the line . 
which is shown towards the Jews by North- 
ern law, but it is indisputable that certain 
groups are following the footsteps of the 
deputies for whom it is the chief question.” 

Kristen Gemenskap, the Scandinavian 
oecumenical paper, reports in its May edition 
a statement by Bishop Fuglsang Damgaard 
of Denmark on the same subject. He first 


“quotes St. Paul’s words from the Epistle to 


the Galatians (Chap. III, v. 28): “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” He con- 
tinues: “This is the principle of the Church. 
The Church makes no difference between 
men; it does not divide them into races, 
classes or sex. For the Church the principle 
is to know whether the man is a disciple of 
Christ or not. Those who believe in Jesus 
Christ and are baptised belong to His Church. 
No human power can remove them or sepa- 
rate them from the communion of the Church ; 
they are our brothers in Jesus Christ.” 


ARCHBISHOP OF YORK ON 
BOMBING POLICY 


“The Archbishop of York (Dr. C. F. Gar- 
‘bett), in a letter to his diocese published in 
the York Diocesan Leaflet, writes: 

“T am receiving letters asking me to pro- 
test as a Christian against the bombing of 
German and Italian towns. War is always 
horrible, and this is true of war from the air. 
~ Most of us would wish to see aerial warfare 
totally abolished: for the non-combatant is 
almost certain to suffer with the combatant. 
In its most hateful form it was used by the 
Germans when they bombed undefended Rot- 
terdam, Belgrade and other cities, murdering 
thousands with the deliberate intention of 
striking terror into the hearts of the civilian 
population. This kind of bombing has not 
been undertaken by the Allies. They have 
aimed at-military objectives, with the pur- 
pose of breaking down the military opposi- 
tion of the enemy, though unavoidably many 
civilians have also had to suffer. The real 
justification for continuing this bombing is 
that it will shorten the war and may save 
thousands of lives. Those who demand the 
suspension of all bombing are advocating a 
policy which would condemn many more of 
our own soldiers to death, and would post- 
pone the hour of liberation which will alone 
save from massacre and torture those who 
~ are now in the power of the Nazis. 

“Often in life there is no clear choice be- 
tween absolute right and wrong; frequently 
the choice has to be made of the lesser of 
two evils, and it is a lesser evil to bomb a 
war-loving Germany than to sacrifice the 
lives of thousands of our own fellow-country- 
men who long for peace and to delay deliver- 
‘ing millions now held in slavery. I cannot 
help thinking that some of those who write 
to me in impassioned terms about the suffer- 
ings of the Germans in the bombed cities 
forget the prolonged and awful sufferings 
of the Poles, the Czechs, and the Jews of all 
nations. However much we deplore the suf- 
ferings of the civilian population and the 
destruction of their homes and of beautiful 
buildings, we must continue to use our su- 
periority in the air as a means of ending the 
war as speedily as we can, and then build 
up some strong central international order 
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A will by force maintain peace _ 
is willingly accepted "hy all the nations 


~tunity allows. 


“FARM SUNDAY” — STATEMENT ‘ 
BY THE CHURCHES ae 


The Ministry of Agriculture announces 
that the following statement has been issued 
by the Leaders of the Churches in the hope, 
that it may be read at meetings held on July 
4th, which it is hoped may be observed as_ 
Farm Sunday: E 

“Our lives are at all times dependent on 
the bounty of God offered to us through His 
gifts in Nature. But it is also true that we 
can benefit by that bounty only so far as 
human labour is expended upon it. The har- 
vest is the fruit of man’s co-operation with 
God. In this time of war the duty of develop- 
ing that co-operation to the utmost is evident 
and urgent. We show our thankfulness to 
God for His goodness and at the same time 
do our duty to our country and its cause when 
we give all we can in labour and toil to make 
the harvest abundant and to gather it safely 
in. Let all who can, share in this service, 
and show the spirit of good neighbourliness 
as they do so, helping one another as oppor- 
So they will help to bring 
nearer the day of victory and peace. May 
God bless all work done for that cause.” 

According to the Church of Scotland Press 
Bureau the Church of Scotland is doing its 
utmost to help the Ministry of Labour secure 
the 10,000 men and boys who will be needed 


.to help in the harvest this autumn. The Pres- 


byteries have been circularised in the hopes 
that the need for workers may become more 
widely known, and the June issue of Life and 
Work contains a notice calling for black- 
coated workers to come forward and take 
their holidays at harvest time to help with 
this vitally important work. The editor of 
Young Scotland has also urged readers of 
that journal to respond to the opportunity 
of service. 

Similar steps are being taken in England by 
various religious organisations and leaders. 
The Bishop of Rochester, for instance, has 
announced special camps for schoolboys, in? 
which harvesting will be the main activity. 
It is announced that in these camps prayers: 
will be held night and morning. 


~ 


